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Measuring the Sparta 

UCWCB, others gather for official yearly groundwater level measurement of aquifer - SARA MITCHELL. El Dorado News Times, 4.13.10 P1

Members of the Union County Water Conservation Board and other interested parties joined with U.S. Geological Survey Arkansas Water Science Center Hydrologic Technician Ralf Montanous, and gathered west of Junction City, La., Monday to take the offi cial Sparta aquifer yearly groundwater level measurement.
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Groundwater reading. Ralf Montanus, a hydrologic technician with the U.S. Geological Survey Arkansas Water Science Center, explains the process of measuring the Sparta aquifer level to members of the crowd during the official annual groundwater reading of the Sparta at the Junction City, La., Sparta recovery monitoring well on Louisiana 9 at the intersection of New Home Road.

Also present was State Rep. John Lowery, who helped secure funding for the aquifer from the Arkansas Legislature.

Sherrel Johnson, grants administrator of the Union County Water Conservation Board, said they were grateful for the monetary assistance from the states of Arkansas and Louisiana and also the federal government. "The money will allow continued monitoring through the year 2011," she said.

Ben McGee, supervisory hydrologist for the USGS Louisiana Water Science Center, said the particular well on Louisiana 9 is one of 100 wells on the Louisiana side. "This one monitors quantity," he said. "Many of the others monitor quality."

Montanous demonstrated how to measure the water level on the solar-powered monitoring well at the Junction City site. The measurements are in 10 ths of a foot, as opposed to inches or meters, he said.

An antenna operated by a cellular modem located in Little Rock downloads information every six hours, and the information is put on the Internet site, Montanous said. "Finding wells like this is hard to do," he said, "And we try to keep them away from the pumping wells."

While most areas of the world are monitoring groundwater decline and fi guring out how to address the problem, South Arkansas and North Louisiana are monitoring aquifer recovery, none of which would be possible without the abundant supply of surface water in the Ouachita River, according to Robert Reynolds, president of the UCWCB.

"When the board reports rising Sparta groundwater levels to the public, what we are reporting are these offi cial annual April measurements, which USGS fi rst re- and validates in a scientifi c process," said Reynolds.

U.S. Congressman Mike Ross, (D-AR) announced a $300,000 Interior De partment appropriation through USGS Arkansas Water Science Center for continued monitoring of the Sparta aquifer in both South Arkansas and North Louisiana. Seven cities, 29 rural water associations and 11 major industries in Union County use the Spar ta as a raw water source.
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