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Check Presentation
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Check presentation. Arkansas State Representative John Lowery signs a $48,058 grant check from the Arkansas Natural Resource Commission as Robert Reynolds, Union County Water Conservation Board president; Ginger Risinger, Union County Conservation District Hydrology tech; and Corbet Lamkin, Arkansas Natural Resources Commissioner, look on. The grant will help support work of the UCCD in monitoring the Sparta Aquifer Recovery. The presentation was made on Wednesday.

- El Dorado News Times, 4.23.10 P3
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UCWCB accepts check for $48,058 from commission

by SARA MITCHELL, El Dorado News Times, 4.23.10 P1

During the Wednesday meeting of the Union County Water Conservation Board, a check for $48,058 was accepted from the Arkansas Natural Resource Commission and presented to the board by Arkansas State Representative John Lowery of El Dorado.

In other business, Union Power Station Plant Manager Tom Burger told the board that the water wage forecast for 2010 had been set the same as 2009, which is approximately two and a half billion gallons of water. The plant is currently running a little ahead, Burger said. "This is a good problem to have."

Water costs for 2010 will be slightly lower than 2009, Burger said, due to a de crease in chemical usage. Minor leaks on pipecaps have been identified and will be repaired. Customers will be notified ahead of time for the repairs, he said, adding that the issue was not a crucial one and repairs would be at a later date. Burger said minor operations were continuing to be done to improve operations at the plant. The relocation of the Union Power gate was be ing considered, Burger said. The proposed gate would be remote-operated, which would allow better control access. All the chlorine gas that was present in the gas cylinders has been used up, Burger said.

Lindsay Gouedy, Louisiana Sparta Commission Education Coordinator, reported to the group that National Groundwater Week was celebrated in March, with 20 to 30 schools around Louisiana participating. Approximately $5,000 in cash was raised in three weeks, she said.

Gouedy showed the board educational coloring books titled "Our Lives, Our Water" which were distributed in schools. Also, 500 Sparta T-shirts were made for schoolchildren.

A different theme will be presented every year, Gouedy said. "Conserve" is the theme for 2010, with an educational approach being presented. In 2011, five water festivals will be held in Louisiana, which are following in the footsteps of the Claiborne Parish Water Festival.

Ginger Risinger, of the Union County Conservation District, said measurements on four of the well transducers were a little off, but an answer for the problem was forthcoming. "We are working on it," she said. Risinger, who measures well depths for almost 200 wells, is a water quality technician.

"We are fortunate to have her," grants coordinator Sherrel Johnson said of Risinger.

Johnson said she would be meeting with the U.S. Geological Survey, which she referred to as the "steward agency." Johnson said the relationship with Louisiana Sparta had been considerably strengthened.

The board approved for Johnson to initiate a study for Louisiana funding.

Johnson said the annual measuring of the Sparta Aquifer, which was held April 12, went very well.

The Corps of Engineers will be having a meeting April 29 in Vicksburg, Miss., Johnson said.

UCWCB member Larry Andrews was chosen as an outstanding alumni for South Arkansas Community College.

Board member and golf course developer Pete Parks told the group that because of the wet winter, work for the Mystic Creek Golf Course had been at a standstill, but was continuing. Cart paths will be developed in about two weeks and grassing of the course is scheduled for June.

Parks said the projected opening of the course is August, 2011.

The next meeting will be held July 21.
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